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W40: Importance of Indian Knowledge Systems in National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

Dr. Rupalben Ashokkumar
Umiya Arts and Commerce College for Girls, Ahmedabad

Abstract: The National Education Policy (NEP) has marked a revolutionary change in India's
educational structure and system. It emphasizes the Integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS)
into modern syllabus. It has encompassed various fields like philosophy, arts, science, mathematics,
medicine and ethics. IKS in NEP (2020) fosters holistic development, cultural identity,
sustainability, innovation and global relevance. Through education of IKS, NEP aims to decolonize
education, & bridge the gap between traditional education and modern knowledge. It also cultivates
value-based learning. In short, by introducing IKS, NEP (2020) envisions creating a balanced
educational system rooted in India's rich heritage which prepares students for the global challenges.

Key Words: Indian Knowledge System, National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, holistic
development, cultural identity, sustainability, innovation and global relevance.

Introduction:

"By education, I mean an all-round drawing out of the best in child and man — body, mind and spirit"
— Mahatma Gandhi

In the words of Mahatma Gandhi, education is not merely a transmission of knowledge but the
enhancement and cultivation of values, identity and intellectual capacity. From ancient times, India
has historically been an excellent center of learning. We had world famous universities like Nalanda,
Takshashila, Valabhi etc. which fostered diverse disciplines and attracted thousands of students from
the whole world. But during the colonial influences, our great educational systems were
marginalized and western educational systems were implemented which created imbalance in pride
on Indian knowledge system. In order to correct this imbalance, there is an utmost need to
reintroduce Indian Knowledge System into the mainstream of education. Indian Knowledge Systems
represent a rich and prosperous culture and tradition with the balance of science, ethics and
spirituality.

What is Indian Knowledge Systems?

Before we understand the importance of Indian Knowledge System, it is necessary to understand
what is Indian Knowledge System. Many persons and educationists have tried to introduce and
discuss the term.

Acc. to Govt. of India, NEP 2020, “Indian Knowledge Systems represent the indigenous knowledge
developed in India over centuries and it brings holistic development of individuals and society.
(Government of India National Education Policy 2020. Ministry of Education, 2020)”

IKS refer rich and diverse body of knowledge that has developed in India over centuries. It enhances
overall development of the individual — physical, mental, intellectual as well as spiritual
development. Mahatma Gandhi advocated Nai Talim which includes skills, craft, character building
and intellectual learning of individuals.
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IKS is not limited to the theoretical knowledge of learners only but it includes practical,
experimental, experiential and spiritual aspects too. It includes —

Vedic and Philosophical learning

Ayurveda and traditional medicines

Mathematics (like algebra, geometry and the concept of 'Zero')
Astronomy & cosmology

Arts, music and architecture

Ethics, governance and social systems

So, IKS is not limited to theoretical knowledge. It integrates experiential, experimental, practical
and spiritual aspects of human life. It represents holistic aspects too as knowledge is interconnected
for the well-being of mankind. NEP 2020 has brought a remarkable shift from western education to
Indian education which emphasizes—

Multidisciplinary planning

Creativity

Critical thinking

Value - based education

Use and appreciation of mother tongue
Integration of traditional knowledge

NEP has given prime importance to the rich heritage of Indian culture and civilization. So it aims to
introduce IKS into curricular from school education to the higher education. In short, IKS
emphasizes the concept of "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam" which means "the world is a one family"
through which we can enhance global harmony and ethical responsibility.

Experiencia
1 learning
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ntal developmen
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Holistic Development: Holistic Development is one of the primary aims to introduce IKS in NEP
2020. It emphasizes intellectual emotional, ethical, physical and spiritual growth of learners. Yoga,
Ayurveda and other health practices foster students towards mental tranquility and physical fitness.
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Through the study of rich heritage, culture and tradition of India, students can be aware of Nation's
pride. By learning values like dharma, Satya, Ahimsa and compassion, students can build character,
learn ethical values, promotes social responsibility and respect others. By learning vocational and
life skills students can become self-reliance and enhances employability skills.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage: Cultural diversity of India is one of the biggest strengths of
India. NEP prioritizes cultural preservation. NEP helps students to preserve traditional knowledge
of the Nation and lead people towards the development of the sense of pride towards country and
understand and feel proud on their own culture.

Decolonization of Education: For the last many years, there was a deep influence of colonialism in
Indian education. It emphasized Western knowledge systems. As a result, there was a gap between
education and local realities. So there was an utmost need to decolonize the education system. So,
The fundamental shift from western centric framework of education to India's own philosophical,
linguistic and cultural traditions. True decolonization requires transformation of how knowledge is
perceived, taught and evaluated.

Promotion of Scientific contribution: IKS includes significant scientific contributions like
Aryabhata's work in astronomy, the concept of zero, Sushruta's contribution in surgery, Charaka's
medical treatises. The integration of such knowledge can inspire students. It also promotes the
scientific curiosity among students.

Environmental Awareness: IKS makes students aware about preservation of Nature. Students
learn to establish harmony with Nature. IKS promotes the preservation of agriculture, water
management, ecology, save birds and nature which are major threats and challenges to climate
change of the Nation. Traditional Knowledge system offers sustainable solutions which are global
environmental goals.

Value Based Education: Value education is a process of instilling moral, ethical and social ideals
in mankind. It goes beyond typical and traditional learning. It emphasizes character building and
accountability. As per National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 —

"Value based education will include the development of humanistic, ethical, constitutional, universal
human values of truth (Satya), righteous conduct (dharma), peace (shanti), love (prem), nonviolence
(ahimsa), scientific temper, citizenship values and also life skills; lessons in seva / service and
participation in community service programmes will be considered an integral part of a holistic
education" (NEP, 2020, 11.8, P. 37)

According to John Dewey (1966):

"Value education means primarily to praise to esteem to appraise, holding it dear and also the act of
passing judgment upon the nature and amount of its value as compared with something else" (
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. )

IKS focuses on technical and life skills. These values are essential for creating responsible citizens
and ethical leaders. Dharma teaches duty and ethics, Karma teaches action and responsibility. It
teaches compassion and empathy. Moral and ethical values are often missing in modern education
systems.

Multidisciplinary Learning: Developing students, mental, moral, intellectual and imaginative
abilities are the goal of NEP. NEP 2020 favours that education system should be free from rigid
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partitioning of subjects. It should be liberation of ideas. Students may study math with music or any
other discipline. Educational institutions like Nalanda, Valabhi, Vikramshila exemplified the ideas
of multidisciplinary.

Many Universities of India connect traditional knowledge with modern Research. So, NEP
is not just an adjustment. It is a commitment to completely overhaul the India's education system
and establish it as a world knowledge powerhouse.

Global Relevance and Soft Power: IKS have global recognition. Nowadays, Yoga, Ayurveda and
Meditation are practices in the whole world. Introduction of IKS into education enhances India's
global influence and positions it as a leader in knowledge and culture.

Development of self and self-awareness: Upanishadic philosophy emphasizes self-knowledge as
the highest form of knowledge. It encourages self-discipline and introspection. It enhances mental
ability, emotional stability & capacity for creative work and critical thinking. It reduces stress too.
It also enhances language skills, memory, concentration and logical thinking. NEP aims to create an
education system that is not only intellectually robust but also culturally rooted and globally relevant.
So it is a journey from mere information acquisition to self-discovery, & self-realization.

To conclude Indian knowledge systems in National education Policy is a remarkable step toward
redefining education in India. It fills the gap between tradition and modernity and create a balanced
and inclusive system.
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